FISHER MEDICAL CENTRE
Millfields, Coach Street, Skipton, BD23 1EU. www.fmccentre.org.uk
PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP

CONSTITUTION
The name of the Group shall be:

"Fisher PPG"    Hereinafter called "The Group"
OBJECTIVE
By a process of continuous improvement, promote and protect the highest possible standards of medical and health care for the benefit of patients, and through a patient participation group be a critical friend to the practice.
AIMS
The Group should act as a communication channel between the practice and the patients, to help patients use available facilities to their best advantage. Also, encourage the practice to implement policies influenced by representative patient views.
To this end the Group may from time to time conduct surveys with the practice.

HEALTH EDUCATION
To encourage a spirit of self help and support amongst patients and their families by supporting health education and awareness on topics of interest and value to the patients, together with co-operating with medical activities where appropriate.

MEMBERSHIP 
Shall be open and free to all patients of the Fisher medical practice over 18 years of age
Membership of the group shall be terminated in the event of a member ceasing to be a patient of the practice.

FUND RAISING

The Group has the option to raise funds for the benefit of the practice and patients.
MANAGEMENT
The management of the group shall be undertaken by a committee consisting of:
Chairman

Secretary

Treasurer

And up to 10 committee members, nominated and elected at the AGM.

MEETINGS 
At the meetings of the committee 6 members will constitute a quorum including the officers.
All matters shall be determined by a majority of those present, in the event of a tied vote the chairman will have a second or casting vote.
The committee may co-opt other members for specific purposes as the need arises.

Co-opted members will not have voting rights.

The committee may fill any vacancy during the year at it's discretion, until the following AGM.

Officers will be elected for one year at the AGM.

The maximum term of continuous service in any officer's post will be 3 years.
For transparency and in an advisory capacity, a Doctor and the practice manager should be invited to attend each meeting in an ex officio capacity.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The AGM of the group shall be held each calendar year in April.
A minimum of 28 days notice to be given by posting a notice in the surgeries (Skipton & Gargrave) and on the practice web site when nominations will be requested The nominations will be closed 7 days prior to the meeting. Each nomination requires the agreement of the nominee and to be seconded.
All patients currently registered at the practice will be entitled to vote by attendance at the AGM, by a show of hands.
In the event of any tied vote the chairman shall have a second or casting vote.
For a Special AGM,  not less than 15 patients of the practice must sign an application to the secretary who will post a notice in the Surgeries (Skipton & Gargrave) and on the practice web site, not less than 15  days prior to the meeting.

The meeting called can only discuss the specific item the meeting was called for.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
The committee shall meet at least six times per year.

If the chairman or secretary is absent, those members present shall nominate another member to act as chairman or secretary for that meeting.

Minutes will be kept of all meetings and sent to members of the committee by the secretary (including practice manager).

FINANCES
If an account is opened in the group all cheques must be signed by one officer and one committee member
The financial year shall run from April to March.

Annual accounts will be presented at the AGM, by the Treasurer and will be subject to independent audit.
ALTERATION TO THE CONSTITUTION
The constitution may be altered by a resolution passed at an AGM or special meeting.

DISSOLUTION
In the event of dissolution, any surplus assets shall be passed to the practice for use at their discretion for the benefit of patients.
Agreed at meeting 15th April 2010

